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In 2007, John Couey was tried and convicted for the murder of Jessica Lunsford in a Miami- Dade County courtroom. John Couey’s confession was ruled inadmissible by the court because he had requested for an attorney the day before he had told the police that he was the one who committed the crime. However, the confession helped investigators to find Jessica’s body which was found enfolded in garbage bags. Her hands were tied with stereo wire and she was holding a toy dolphin ("Case of John Couey V the United States," n.d.).
I agree with the judge's decision to throw out the confession in this case because there was sufficient evidence at the trial to indicate that John Couey was indeed the perpetrator of the crime. The evidence comprised Jessica’s fingerprints in Couey’s trailer, DNA from Jessica’s blood stains and John’s semen on his mattress. Judge Richard Howard also ruled the admission inadmissible because the leading investigators had denied the request for a lawyer. Although the prosecutors could not use the tape-recorded confession during the trial, they believed that they had sufficient evidence to seek the death penalty. The jury was also allowed to listen to the guards from Citrus County jail, who revealed that John Couey made incriminating declarations to them. The defense presented a mental health expert to declare that Mr Couey was indeed mentally retarded ("~ John Couey (Florida) ~ | Life on the Row," 2006).
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no logic for the police and justice system to release suspects who have confessed to the crime but the confession cannot be used in a courtroom. John Couey was a sentenced criminal who skipped the required counselling meetings and move away without informing his parole officers. The case led to the increase of minimum verdicts for sexual offenders especially against children and that they should be closely monitored upon release. The case led to the passing of the Anti-Murder Act that would require probation violators to be held in county jails before determining if they are a menace to the society (Goodnough, 2007).
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